Oxygen breathing during exercise in patients with diffuse interstitial fibrosis.
100% oxygen breathing during submaximal exercise in patients with diffuse interstitial lung disease diminishes cardiac output and pulmonary artery hypertension. The pressure drop in the pulmonary artery is most marked in patients with concomitant bronchial obstruction. At rest hyperoxia produced only minimal cardiopulmonary changes. The ventilatory and hemodynamic responses are discussed to find out if differences in these variables during oxygen breathing could be a reliable index for functional classification.